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VINDICATION 


Of the Reverend 


Mr. Fos TER? 's Account, Se. 


* 7 UPERSTITION- is the Parent of 
oO; many fatal Errors; and wherever 
it has got the Dominion of the Un- 


derſtanding, the Doctrine of Faith riſes as 


much above its real Place and Merit, as Good | 
Works, in Opinion, fall beneath their own in- 
trinſic and unalterable Excellence. 


The Children of this ſuperſtitious Faith 
are blind, bigotted, and ſevere. Mr. Fgſter 
has felt the Effects of it long ago: And tis 
his and our great Happineſs to live under a 
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Government that protects ſuch Hereticks as 


the Men of Morality from the Yirulence and 
Perſecution which the Children of Faith ne-- 
ver fail, in Proportion to their Power, to be- 
ſtow on all who diſſent from their Doctrines, 
and preach up the Neceflity and Efficacy of 
Good Works, in Oppoſition to an abſolute 


and implicit Dependence on the mere Merits 


of Chriſt. 


This being Mr. Fyſter's rational Way of 
Judging, he wiſely forbore recommending 
any ſuch vain or ſuperſtitious Doctrines to the. 
late unhappy Earl of Kilmarnock, as an abſo- 
lute Dependence on the mere Merits of Chriſt; 
but thought it abundantly ſufficient to recom- 


mend him to a firm Reliance on the oP 


and Good neſs of his . 


This ſeems to have greatly diſturbed ſome 
Preachers, of the Diſſenting Denominations; 
and tho' they may not have charged Mr. Fo- 


feer by Name, tis certain they have labour d 


hard to give * an zl Idea or Opinion 
of his Conduct. | 


On 


(5) 


On the contrary, as I apprehend him to 
have conducted the whole Affair with great 
Prudence and Piety, ] ſhall take the Liberty 
to ſet the hole Matter in a clear and rational 
Light, and ſubmit it to the Deciſion of all 
Men, except thoſe Bigots and Devotees who 
lazily reſign their Underſtandings to human 
Doctrines and Traditions, and cannot or will 
not make impartial Inquiry for themſelves. 


I would premiſe, | that 'tis not my Deſign 


_ to depretiate, or to ſpeak any ways contumeli- 


ouſly of the Perſon and Qfices of Jeſus Chriſt, 
but that my Intent is to demonſtrate, how 
weak and ungrounded are the Doctrines of 
thoſe Men, who preach up abſolutely, ſimply, 
and implicitly the Merits and Atonement of 
Chriſt, in the Stead of Repentance and Amend- 
ment: for this was the Reverend Mr. Picter- 
ing's Doctrine at Salters- Hall Lecture on 
Sunday, Sept. 7. 


1 fillier Notion was ſurely never invented 
or propagated, nor one that is more incon- 
ſiſtent either with the true Notion of the Ho- 

„ nour 


T7 = 


' Nour and Sovereignty of Deity, or with the 


Darling Doctrines of theſe humble Teachers of 


Chriſtianity. In one Caſe, they can fo abſolutely 


yield up All to a Principle of mere Sovereign- 
ty, as renders Deity more arbitrary and tyran- 
nical, than 'tis poſſible for the worft of Men 
to be. In the other, they diveſt the Creator 
of all Power and Authority, and ſet him much 
lower than Human Nature and Underſtanding 
has placed Mortal Man. This is at beſt 
Whimſical with a Witneſs ; that the Great 
Lord cf all Things ſhould be repreſented un- 


der ſach a Feeble and Impious Variety. He 


that made, governs, and poſſeſſes All, muſt ſure- 
ly have a Right, a Sovereign Right, to forgive 
our Tranſgreſſions, on the Terms of Repen- 
tance and Amendment only. The Notion | 
therefore of a Sacrifice, in order to make an 


Atonement to Vindi&ive Juſtice, is altogether 


weak and erroneous, and has no Foundation in 
the true Senſe and Meaning of the Bible; but 
is a Minſter begot between Ignorance and 
Superſtition, and trained up and nurtured by 
thoſe two Foes to Truth, Vnplicit Faith and 


Tradition. 
Thoſe 


(72) 
Thoſe indeed who, in Contradiction to the 
Dictates of Sound Reaſon, and a thouſand 
clear and expreſs Paſſages of Scripture, can 
believe Adam's Poſterity accountable for his 
Sin, may alſo believe a Transfer of the real 
and perſonal Righteouſneſs of Chriſt upon us, 
and that our Sins were really and rruely laid 
upon him. In all Beings who can poſſibly 
ſin, Freedom and Intelligence are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary; Knowledge to apprehend aright the 
Truth and Importance of the Divine Law, 
and Freedom, or a Principle of Power capable 
to put the Man into Action, or in other 
Words to enable him to keep and obey this 
Law : Now how they could be poſſeſſed of 
theſe Faculties previouſly to Exiſtence, is a 
Subject well worthy the Pens and the Pulpits 
of theſe accompliſh'd Maſters in the Art of 
Faith and Myſtery to explain. And here, as 
they ſpeak ſo loudly about the Divine Juſtice 
in the Caſe of an Atonement, let them ſhew 
us, if they can, a more abominable, deteflable 
Inſtance of Cruelty and Iujuſtice, than their 
Doctrine preſents us with, in the Caſe of Ori- 
ginal Sin, which arbitrarily ſubjects the greateſt 
Part of the Human Race to endleſs and incon- 
| | cervable 
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(8) 
ceivable Torments for a Sin committed by 
another, long before they had Under/landing, 


Being, or Exiftence, and which they could no 
more hinder or prevent, than the Colour of 


their Hair or Complection of their Faces. A 
bleſſed Picture of Juſtice indeed, yet this is 


no leſs than what theſe Gentlemen contend for 


and inſiſt on, with regard to the all-bounteous 
and merciful Creator: From a Contempla- 
tion of whoſe Perfections, one would think it 


impoſſible for a Rational Creature, much more 


a Chriſtian Divine, to have ſuch harſh and ri- 
diculous Sentiments. One would think them 
deſcribing the Conduct, or rather lying and 
abuſing the Devil himſelf, than characteriſing 
the Father of Goodneſs and Mercy: For let 
them ſay worſe of the Devil if they can. All 


the Accounts we have hitherto had of him 
that was a Lyar and a Murderer from the. 


Beginning, fall infinitely ſhort of this deteſta- 
ble Character of the ever-blefſed GOD. 


The true Idea of the Divine Juſtice is ra- 
ther negative than poſitive. We do not under- 
ſtand by it, that he 2 and muſt exact the | 
utmoſt Mite of every poor Sinner ; but that 

| He 
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He will not puniſh the Innocent: There is more 
depends on this Diſtinction than we are ge- 
nerally aware of; and I deſire to have it borne 
in Mind throughout, and upon all ſuch Oc- 
caſions as theſe. Repentance and Amend- 
ment is always a more full and reaſonable 


Atonement for Error, than puniſhing ano- 


ther Perſon who is wholly innocent and free; 
and *tis indeed extremely odd, that GOD 


ſhould not be capable of pardoning Sinners 


on the Terms of Repentance and Amend- 
ment, and yet ſhould accept the Suffering of 
the Innocent in the Stead of the Guilty : 
This. ſurely is a Blunder or Deviation from 
the Nature of common Juſtice and Equity, 
ſufficient to deſtroy the Doctrine, and put all 
its Patrons out of Countenance: Here their 
Method of taking away Sin is altogether as 
abſurd and unjuſt, as their Doctrine which 
zmputes it; tis imputed without Reaſon, Mea- 
ſure, or Mercy, and taken away by puniſh- 
ing where there is intire and compleat Inno- 
cence : Tranſubſtantiation is an Abortive to 
ſuch Abſurdities as theſe: And a ſober, 
modeſt Roman Catholick would bluſh at ſuch 
2 Tyranny, 


10 
Tyranny, Cruelty, and Inhumanity of Doc- 
trine and * | 


There is one learned Gentleman indeed, 
who maintains the Doctrines of Original Sin, 
Eleftiom and Reprobation; who has wrote 


much, and taken great Pains to vindicate his 


Doctrines to the World: One Inſtance of his 


Talents in this Way I ſhall now give the 


Reader. Mr. Gill, in Conjunction with 


other of his Brethren, inſiſts much on that 


abſurd Dream of Superſtition, called A C 


vdenant betaween GOD and Adam; the Nature 
and Extent of which is too well known to 


need repeating or explaining here: He tells 
you, That Men have a Right to bind their 
Heirs to the Execution of certain Things, Very 
true; but with this pious and ingenious Gen- 
tleman's Leave, not beyond their Effects which 
they leave behind them: Mr. Gill would 
doubtleſs have thought that Law very evil 
and iniquitous, which ſhould have obliged 
him to fatisfy a Debt of a Thouſand Pounds, 
contracted by his Father, when his Father's 
Effects might not perhaps amount to a tenth 
Part of that Sum. As this Inſtance is of his 

_ own 
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que) 
own ſelecting, let him but for one Moment 
lay aſide Prejudice, and apply it to the Caſe 
of Adam and his Poſterity, and he muſt bluſh 
ever to entertain, for the future, a favourable 
Thought of ſo rigid, unreaſonable, and an- 


chriſtian ; a Doctrine. 


7 


1 Theſe Men alſo abſurdly contend, _ that 


though G OD both foreknew and willed the 


Fall, yet he has, by the Gift, and in the Death 


of his Son, fully repaired this Loſs, One 
would think it impoſſible ſuch an Aſſertion 


ſhould come from the Mouths or Pens of 
Men of this Principle; can any thing be 


more glaringly falſe, or inexpreſſibly flupid, 
when their Doctrine reſcues only a few out 
of the Pit of Miſery, and leaves the far 


greateſt Number to undergo everlaſting and 


inconceivable Agonies, in the deſolate and ſo- 


litary Abodes of the Damned; and all for 


this blaſphemous and impious Reaſon, TH Thus 


SIN OF ANOTHER? 


| Theſe Gentlemen „ ge the whole 
World to produce ſuch a Catalogue of Er- 
rors and Abſurdities as they have here. 
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(12) 
cram'd together, in ſupport of this one Doctrine 
of theirs, that Chriſt's Merits, abſirafedly 
and fimply conſider d, are that alone by aich 
<ve muſt be ſaved; For theſe Merits are faid 
to be infinite, and to reſult from that infinite 
Satisfaction which Chriſt is ſuppoſed to have 
made to his Father. But how can that Sa- 
tisfaction be infinite, which does not extend 
to a third Part of thoſe who have offended ; 
or how does it comport with our common 
Ideas of Juſtice, to exact the Satisfaction of 
the Innocent, who has never offended the 
Almighty; or, in the third Place, how can 

the Actions of ſuch a frail and imperfect 
Creature as Man, abſolutely bounded in his 
Underſtanding and Faculties, be accounted 
infinite ; or how can it ſuit with Divine Juſ- 
tice thus to account cf, and deal with his 
frail imperfect Creatures? Beſides, if all 
our Expectations and Happineſs reſt on the 
Merits of Chriſt, why does the Bible claim, 
for Repentance and Amendment, 4 Part in 
the Honour of Man's Redemption and Hap- 
pineſs? Why does it earneſtly and inceſſantly 
require this at the Hand of every Sinner? 
How can the Merits of Chriſt abſolutely pro- 

cure 
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procure eternal Life, when, without Repen- 


tance and Amendment, we ſhall certainly 
periſh? If Repentance and Amendment are 
eſſential to our Acceptance and Salvation, *tis 
abſurd, utterly to baniſh them from theWark 
of Man's Salvation, 


This Doctrine of the Infinity of Sin, and 
the Neceſſity of an infinite Atonement, is 


fraught with many more extravagant and 


ſhocking Abſurdities; it contradicts and over- 


tbrows that fundamental Article of all Reli- 


gion, both natural and revealed, viz, the Exiſt- 


ence of one infinite, eternal, and incompre- 


henſible Being. It repreſents Deity in the 


firſt Place as an incenſed, i mplacable, unrelent- 


ing Being; declaring and determining to 
maintain eternal War and Hatred with his 


frail Off-ſpring; neither of h:mſelf inclined 
to be at Peace with them; or, were he ſo diſ- 


poſed, not able on a Principle of /ir:@ Juſtice 


to admit them to freſh Grace and Favour, 


on the 'Terms of Repentance and Amendment. 
And yet theſe Gentlemen infiſt at the ſame 
Time on an infinite Satisfaction at the Hand 


of the Innocent. In the one Caſe, GOD 


A can 


incredible [ 
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can do nothing; in the other, too much; 
much more than ſuch a wiſe and good Be- 
ing ever will do. But again, wha muſt 
make this infinite Satisfaction, but an infinite 


Perſon, or rather an infinite Being; and 70 


whom does he make it; to himſelf, or to another 
infinite Being; is not the firſt utterly, extrava- 

gantly abſurd, and the latter entirely repug- 
nant to the Unity of the Supreme Being? 
Befides, is not this Satisfaction made by S. 
fering; and how can an Infinite Being ſuffer 
at all? It muſt therefore be a Creature which 


did ſuffer: What then is become of the In- 


finity of the Satisfaction? This Doctrine of 
the Infinity of Sin and Satisfaction, cannot 
be ſupported without the Suppoſition of at 
leaſt tuo GODS, diſtinct from, and inde» 


pendent of each other, any further than ſuch 


a voluntary Union as may be entered into be- 
tween two temporal Princes; and indeed 


ſuch is the common Doctrine of a Trinity of 


Perſons in the Divine Nature, that neither 
Tranſubſtantiation, or any other Abſurdity, 
can poſſibly go beyond it : Tis amazing and 


lere 
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Here is firſt the Father repreſented as an 


angry, implacable Being; (an odd Deſcription 


methinks of Deity;) and here is next the Son, 
full of Mercy and Compaſſion, interceeding 


for and making a Purchaſe of Man as his own 
Property, bought with à Price; and yet, not- 


withſtanding this, the Creator is continually 
repreſented, dealing and intreating with his 
Creatures, as tho they were fill his own, and 
he had never fold em to the Son, or accepted 


any Satisfaction for the Sins of Mankind. 


GOD {till requires the ſame Terms and Con- 


. ditions of Acceptance from Mankind, as he 


did before the Coming of Chriſt in the Fleſh; 
and the Method is abundantly more rational 


in itſelf, and I believe more effectual to pro- 
cure the Love and Favour of GOD, than 
mere Merit and Atonement of another, inde- 
pendent of our own Piety and Holineſs, can 
poſſibly. be. Waſh you, make you clean, put away 


rhe Evil of your Doings from before mine Eyes, 


and then come and let us reaſon together ; tho' 


your Sins were as Scarlet and Crimſon, I will 


make them as wwhite as Wool or Snow. Here is 
Not a Word of the Merits or Atonement of 


another; 
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another; we are, as reaſonable Creatures, ex 
horted to conſider, and forſake our Sins; and 
GOD, as a Sovereign, Good Being, that knows 
the Sincerity of the Heart, has Power and 
Authority to forgive the Tranſgreſſions of all 
who fully, ſincerely, and penitently, depart 

from the Evil of their Ways. 


In the next Place, one would imagine the 
Father had neither /c/d, nor the Son made a 
purchaſe of Mankind, but that both held em 
together in a Kind of Partnerſhip or Agree- 


ment; for there is, in the next Place, another 


God, called the Holy Ghoſt, faid to proceed from 
the Father and Son; and ſo you have as much 
a Trinity of Gods as of Perſons. 


I hope ever to revere, adore, and magnify 
the Divine Wiſdom and Beneficence, in ſend- 
ing Chriſt our Lord into the World, to give 
Mankind fo ample, familiar, and irreſiſtable 
a Proof of his great Loving-kindneſs to them; 
but I can by no Means ſo under/tand or believe 
concerning this important Event, as either to 


rea the Unity of the Godhead, or diveſt him 
of his. Mercy, There was a Time when the 


Prede- 
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Ppredeceſſors of the Gentlemen I am combat- 
ing, held the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation 
in the ſame Reverence and Eſtimation as their 
Deſcendants now do that of a Trimty of Per- 
fins; and if the Abſurdities belonging to 
Tranſubſtantiation be Reaſon ſufficient for 
diſcarding it, if the ſame Freedom be taken 
with the common Doctrine of the Trinity, 


that muſt ſhare the ſame juſt Condemnation. 


Three cannot be One, or One Three, with- 
out defiroying in Turns both Unity and Trinity, 
and fo in Effect annibilating entirely the God- 
head, any more than Bread can be Fleſh, at 
the ſame Time it is Bread; or Body, which 
is an Individual, can be in but Ore, and in 
Ten Thouſand Places at the fame Time. 


The Bible no where affords or exhibits ſuch 
a romantic Idea or Doctrine of a Trinity of 


' Perſons as theſe Gentlemen have induſtriouſly 


inculcated; and ſeeing I have taken this Free- 


dom with their Errors, I ſhall, before I con- 


clude, endeavour to furniſh them with a 
"much better and truer Idea of this Matter. 
* The 
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The Word Perſon has been wrongly and 


arbitrarily introduced into this Controverſy ; 


and tho' it moſt certainly means more than 


s ſtrictiy conſiſtent with the Unity of the 


Deity, yet theſe Men could never be perſua- 
ded to define it clearly : Had they done this, 
the he Myſtery and Ambiguity of the Af- 
fair, in which they have conſtantly taken 
Refuge, would have ceaſed to exiſt any lon- 
ger; and they muſt either have denied and 
forſaken the Doctrine, or have had the Mo- 
deſty to affirm it roundly in all its genuine 
Glare of Contradiction and Nonſenſe. 


That there is but one G OD, is even al- 
lowed by the Trinitarians themſelves; that 
he hath been pleaſed to make various Diſco= 
veries of himſelf to his Creatures, is alſo 
as abundantly evident and clear; and 'tis ex- 
ceeding probable, that hence might firſt ariſe 
the vulgar and common Notions of a Trinity 
of Perſons: Be that as it may, tis inconteſt- 
ably clear, that he who carries his Notions 
of the Trinity the leaſt Step, or Degree, be- 
yond 7hree different Manifeſtations of one and 

| . the 
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the fame Divine Being, will immediately in- 
volve himſelf in Abſurdities equal to Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, or the worſt Errors of the 


Heathen Mythology : There cannot be a Tri- 


nity of Perſons; of Manifeſtations or Offices 
there may be : Here the Unity is preſervable; 


in the other Caſe it is not; but is immedi- 
ately deſtroyed The Muggletonians, in the 
main ſuperſtitious and unaccountable enough 


in their Doctrines, will here teach the Tri- 
nitarian common Senſe and Reaſon; and in- 
ſtruct him aright in the true Scripture Notion 
of the Doctrine of the Trinity; which is 
nothing more than a Trinity of Offices or Ope- 
rations : The Divine Being is a Father, by 
Creation; a Son, by Redemption; and an 
Holy Ghoſt, by Sanctification: How rational 
is this? How inconſiſtent with the Myſtery 
that is made of ſo plain and eaſy a Doctrine. 


I would aſk the warmeſt Trinitarian in 


the Kingdom a few Queſtions: Does he, 
when the Perſon of the Father is mentioned, 
underſtand thereby ANY THING DIFFE- 


| RENT, from what is intended to be canveyed 


by the Perſon of the Son; and ſo of the 


D 2 Holy 


| | ( 20 ) 8 
. Holy Gboſt: If hereby a Difference in Point 
4 of Being or Eſſence be really underſtood, 
where, or how, is the Unity maintained? 'tis 
1 certainly on this Principle abſolutely denied 
E and ſubverted: But if by the d:ferent Perſons 
i8 uſed to expreſs the Trinity be only underſtood 
ll a Difference of Manifeſtation, we come at 
Wh | once into this truly rational Notion of the 
Muggletonians; which, as I take it, is the 
1 only rational Sentiment, for which the World 
bf ſtands in ſome Degree indebted to their Re- 
ligion, the Generality of their Doctrines be- 
ing, as I think, extravagantly whimſical. 


But in order to illuſtrate the Matter, be 
_ pleaſed to conſider, that one ſingle individual 
_ Perſon may ſuſtain three different Characters 
or Offices at the fame Time : He may, though 
but one Man, be an Alderman, a Sheriff, and 
Juſtice of the Peace: Here is a Trinity of 
Offices or Adminiſtrations ; but xo fuch None 
ſenſe is affirmed of Perſuns. He is but one, 
and that is an Individual, and fo remains, 
355 notwithſtanding the greateſt Variety or Mul- 
| tiplicity of Offices. - | 
| Ly” |: © >: = - "Religion 
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. Religion is doubtleſs of Sacred Original. 
8 There may be ſomething in it myſterious, or 
| difficult to apprehend ; but, Myſtery is one 
0 Thing, and Alſurdity another, No Divine Re- 
d velation can poſſibly contain what is in itſelf 
t abſurd and contradictory. We muſt in every 


e Caſe, tho' we do not know the Whole, ap- 
e | prehend enough to induce a Rational Faith, 
d | but nothing muſt be admitted that is mani- 
- feſtly abſurd, and that contradicts not only 
— our Ideas of the Divine Perfections, but our 


firſt and cleareſt Principles of Knowledge. If 
we tamely reſign theſe, we give ourſelves up 
to be a continual Prey to every Error or Im- 


Poſtur e. | | ; | 


75 
rh The Doctrine of the Incarnation and imma- 
1d culate Conception, tho! it be in Part myſterious, 


of is nevertheleſs in itſelf a Doctrine perfectly 
n- reaſonable: It involves no Abſurdity, and the 


e, | ſame Reaſon, which tells and ſatisfies me, that 
1s, GOD could create in the Beginning, aſſures 


11. | me that he could, on this extraordinary Oc- 
| cafion eſpecially, ſtep beſide the Path of Na- 
on | ture, to bring ſo extraordinary a Perſon into 


the 
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the World. Now ſhould any blind Myſtery⸗ = 


monger aſſert, that he was at the ſame time both 


miraculouſly and humanly produced, This would 
be a downright Contradiction; ſuch as muſt 
always be the Portion of thoſe, who contend” 


either for Tranſubfantiation, or for a 7 rinity 
in Unity, or Unity in Trinity. 


here can be no End of expoſing the num- 


berleſs Abſurdities that flow from the Notions 


which we haye been examining. I take Mr. 


Foſter to be a Gentleman of exquifife Senſe, 
and of an unbounded Soul. If the Benefits 
of a Crucified Redeemer have proceeded | 
Originally from the Love of GOD, Mr. Fofter, - 
in recommending and referring to this Mercy, 


can never be materially erroneous. The Di- 


vine Being is full of Mercy,Grace,and Truth; 


and as All proceeds Originally from him, tho! 
He may poſſibly have appointed a Particular 
Method of conveying this Grace and Kind- 


neſs, yet ſtill he is in himſelf Inexhauſtable, 


and will undoubtedly deal Richly with, and 


ſupply the Wants of all thoſe who, not un- 
derſtanding the Doctrine of abſolute Merit 


and Atonement, have the Senſe and the Con- 


fidence 
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fidence to look directly to Heaven for Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs; not forgetting to abound, 


as far as poſſible, in the Practice of all Vir- 


tue. That in 258 Part of Religion Mr. Foſter 
is zealous to excell, that he inculcates and en- 
courages the Love of GOD and Our Neigh- 
bour, and does his Beſt to eſtabliſh in the 
World a ſoc:al and charitable * 1 _ 


none will deny. 


The Doctrine of the Neceſſity of Good 
Works can never be too much preached up; 
and all thoſe Doctrines which call for an 
Abatement here, ate diabolical, and inconſiſtent 
with the Good, the Peace, and Tranguillity of 
Society. 


It is the Opinion of ſome Perſons, That the 
Doctrine of good Works is a moſt vile and abo- 
minable Tenet ; that the worſe any. Man is, 
the more Reaſon (if a Difference, there can 
be) has he to expect the Sovereign Grace of 
Chriſt to be magnify'd in his Salvation; and, 
to the Honour of ſome of them be it ſpoken, 
they have endeavour'd to render their Merit 


Jof this Kind as ſtrong as poſſible, as tho” they 


Were 
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Education and Converſe, of noble Souls, polite 


124) 


were determined not to give the leaſt Cauſe 


of being ſuſpected to be Heterodox or Un- 
ſound here. 17 


He that believes the Doctrine of Good 


Works to be an Abomination in GOD's Sight, 


might, ſhould he be perfectly upright and 


virtuous in his Actions, bring his Orthodoxy 
into Queſtion. Tis certain, that let the Con- 
duct of ſome Gentlemen be ever ſo unblame- 
able, their Principle is the moſt inveterate Foe 


to Virtue, and tends to make the Believer the 


moſt finiſh d Reprobate, I with my own Ob- 
ſervation had never convinced me of this de- 


plorable Truth ! 


Prejudice is a Sort of Contagion that works 
ſo ſecretly in ſome Minds, as not to be eaſily 


diſtinguiſhed : It requires great Skill, Cou- 


rage and Care, to get diſpoſſeſs'd of its moſt 
latent Seeds: That Men who have been 


_ educated in the Belief of Errors, ſhould Jong 


retain them, is not new, or to be greatly 
wonder'd at; but that Gentlemen of the moſt 
exquifite Underſtanding, natural Capactty, 


and 


e and humane, ſhould exchange a rational Way 
= || of judging in Religion, for a Scheme in itſelf 
"mean and arbitrary, umworthy and tyrannical, 
| is unaccountably ſtrange and ſurpriſing, - and 
d can never enough be lamented j. and when I 
it, | behold in zh:s Light fo great, fo ingenious a 
xd || Gentleman as Mr. Pickering (who might, 
xy e're this, have adorned a Bench of Biſhops) 
n- | Pity, Grief, and Irdignation move my Soul! 
le- "7s nb | | 
oe That Right of Power and Property which 
he || the Deity has in or over his Creatures, by 
b= virtue of Creation, cannot poſſibly be dimi- 
le- niſhed by Tranſgreſſion: The Fraud and 
| Uſurpation of Satan gives him 10 real Title, for 
bat ſtill remains in the original Oumer; when 
rks therefore we are - ſaid to be bought with a 
ſily Price, and not to be our. own, it can never be 
du- | meant in the Way of a formal Purchaſe, be- 
oft | cauſe in every Purchaſe there are 7wo contract 
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een ing Parties, in a vulgar Way, called Buyer 
ang and Seller. Jeſus Chriſt, we know, is here 


atly | ſuppoſed to be the former, but who is the - 
noſt latter? it cannot be Satan, becauſe Uſurpa- 
city, tion gives 10 Right to the Thing uſurped; 
olite | nor can it be the Almighty, it being incon- 


and E 


ſiſtent, 


. 
— 
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ſiſtent, in the Reaſon and Nature of Things] 
to ſuppoſe it poſſible for him to give up any 


Right to his Creation. As Creation made them 
his at the firſt, ſo long as they remain Crea- 


| tures they muſt neceſſarily and unavoidably 


continue to be his, and his only: Being bought 
woith a Price then, can fignify uo more than 
this; that our Obligations to love, honour, 
and obey our Creator, are further inhanced, 


by that amazing Inſtance of his Love and 


Condeſcenſior to Man,” The ſending and Ma- 
nifeſtation of Chriſt in the Fleſh, &c, 


The Neceſlity of an Expiation of Sin, by 
the Shedding of Innocent Blood, could 1 think 
never be acceptable to a perfect, pure, and 


| compaſſionate Being ; beſides this Great Event, 


the Death of Chriſt is, with all its attendant 
Circumſtances, the Means uſed to bring it 
about, ſaid to be of Divine and Abſolute Ap- 
Pointment. Firſt then, the Jews were no 
more to blame for crucifying him, than the 
AXE which was employ'd in ſevering Lord 
K:lmarnok's Head from his Body: If both 
the Means and the End were pre-ordain'd, 
one muſt be god as well as the other; and 
on 


(27) 
on this filly Principle the Fows deſerve abun- 
dant Praiſe and Honour, rather than Hatred, 
DI-will, and Cenſure, from Chriſtians, 


It is a grievous Thing to darken and diſ- 
grace Divine Inſtitutions with ſuch Kind of 
Proceedings, as are a Shame and Reproach to 
Human Concernments. No End, but what 
is in itſelf right, can poſſibly be approved or 
appointed by Deity ; nor is it to be imagined, 
that he, in whoſe Hand is all Power, ſhould | 
ever make uſe of Means that are not- equally 


juſt and unblameable in themſelves. The 


Doctrines of our Saviour, which he preached 
to the Jews, were deſigned for their Iuſtructiou 
and Converſion; had they univerſally em- 
braced them, they would not Have crucified 
Chriſt ; and 'tis certain, if his Death was in 
itſelf ab/olutely neceſſary, the Tendency of his 
Doctrine muſt be oppeſite thereto; and GOD 
is here repreſented as contradicting, oppohing, 


and fighting againſt himſelf: But Contra- 


dictions are natura on theſe Principles; nor 
will the Reformation ever proſper aright, or 
ſhine with a becoming Beauty and Luſtre, 


till Chriſtians grow wiſe and devout enough to 


prefer 
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Prefer the Commands of G 0 D to Hu wn 
Prejudices and Traditions; and are diligent | 
to acquire, and preſerve in their Minds, the 
moſt noble, amiable, and ſublime Sentiments of 
their Creator (and reject Boldly all Doctrines 
oppoſite thereto) whoſe Divine and Moral 

Perfections our own. Happineſs requires that 
we ſhould. Clearly and Perfectly underſtand. 
Let the following ſacred Declaration of Holy 
Scripture eſtabliſh in our Minds an 77variable 
Faith in the Unity of the Divine Being, and 
his Authority to paſs by our Tranſgreſſions, 
viz. I am tbe Lord, and Bebe des me there is 
NO SAVIOUR. 


